social work in Mental Hospitals, wherein is stressed the value of the
work which a psychiatric social worker can do for patients both when
they are admitted and discharged. These arguments need not be
reproduced. An annual case-load of 150 admissions and 100 dis-
charges would be a heavy one for a single psychiatric social worker;
and it must be remembered that the average Mental Hospital contains
more than 1000 beds. It would therefore be a very conservative
estimate if we were to allow one psychiatric social worker to each
Mental Hospital, and put the number required for this purpose at the
round figure of 100.

Central Psychiatric Clinics. There were, at the end of 1942, 216
psychiatric clinics in the country. It is noted in Table XXXY (p. 174)
that 71 out of 169 directors of psychiatric clinics (42 per cent) advocated
the opening of new facilities in new areas ; and it has already been
remarked thai the eleven teams of regional investigators, who were
able to survey their regions as a whole, were fairly unanimous in think-
ing that the existing distribution of clinics was inadequate. Several,
moreover, made specific recommendations as to where new clinics
should be set up.

What, then, is likely to be an appropriate number of clinics for the
country as a whole ? We can do no more, at this stage, than venture
a guess, but we should probably not be far wrong in putting the figure
at about 320. This number would give an average of eight clinics to
every million of population instead of the present figure of 5-47. At
the time of the survey, Region XII (South-East) had 9-14 clinics per
million ; and the average figure for Regions VI, VII and XII, which
comprise the south coast, was 7-75 per million. The question arises as
to what proportion of these clinics should be ; central' clinics as above
defined (p. 20).

In Chapter XI (p. 54) it was suggested that some l Central *
clinics should incorporate Child Psychiatric Clinics, and that these
should bear a certain loose ratio to the number of Child Guidance
Centres. Ten Child Guidance Centres were suggested as appropriate
for a population of a million, and these would call for about three
Child Psychiatric Clinics (p. 76). We should therefore probably be
justified in suggesting at this stage that there would be a need for
between 120 and 160 Central Psychiatric Clinics in England and Wales
as a whole. These ' central' clinics would be the headquarters of a
psychiatric team. How many psychiatric social workers would be
needed for these clinics ?

The answer to this question will depend largely on the number of
patients dealt with. It is shown in Table XV (p. 146) that the average
numbers of new patients received per year by psychiatric clinics de-
pended much on their location. The averages for small-town (* B! type)
clinics was 51*8 ; for large-town (* A J type), 114-1; and for clinics in
the London area, 372, The trends revealed by the survey showed
an upward rise in the course of the four years (Tables XV and XVI,
pp. 146 and 150). Table XVI shows that, in 104 clinics which gave
figures for all four years (from which the active London clinics were
excluded because they only gave figures for 1942), the average number